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- WHEN STARS- -

Essayist: Katerina, age 12, Inspired Teaching
Demonstration School

Advocating for: When Stars are Scattered by Victoria
e P Jamieson and Omar Mohamed

«: OMAR MOHAMED

Did you know that if all the forcibly displaced people in the world came together to
create their own country, the population would be so large, it would be the fourteenth
largest country in the world? This is a staggering statistic. And the numbers are
climbing even higher every single day as tensions across the globe rise. There is a book
| feel not just deserves a spot in the Planet Word Museum, but on bookshelves all over

the world: When Stars Are Scattered by Omar Mohammad and Victoria Jamieson.

When Stars Are Scattered is a true story about two young brothers named Omar and
Hassan living in a refugee camp in Kenya called Dadaab. It is hardly a normal
childhood. Food is scarce. They don’t have access to medical care to cure Hassan of a
rare condition. Their father was murdered by terrorists, and they have no idea what

will become of their future.

There is a certain moment in the book that captures their situation. Omar is eagerly
telling a United Nations worker that maybe he and his brother will be resettled in
America. The UN worker picks up a grain of sand and tells Omar to imagine that the
grain of sand is him. Then the UN worker tosses the grain of sand back to the ground,
among millions of other grains. He tells Omar that he is as likely to be resettled as he
is to find that exact grain of sand again. Omar is devastated, wishing now more than

ever to be able to finally go back to Somalia.
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This heart-wrenching moment captures the hopelessness that refugees feel. So when
years later, Omar and his brother finally do get resettled, you can imagine the
hurricane of emotions they’re feeling. Joy, disbelief, relief, and maybe even guilt for

being that one grain of sand being selected to go to America, among millions.

This book is such a great sliding door to people all around the world, especially right
now. Omar and Hasssan are two tiny grains of sand, with America’s policies of
tightening the borders right now. It’s like taking those two grains of sand and breaking
off a fifth of them. That’s the likelihood of refugees being able to flee to America.
These people trying to flee are wrongly being framed as murderers and terrorists and
threats to society. They are just people trying to grasp the chance to rebuild their lives
and achieve the American Dream. But the policies and restrictions that the United
States has put in place are making the chances of resettlement not just slim, but

nearly impossible.

When Stars Are Scattered sheds light on the perspective of refugees around the world,
showcasing their struggles and admirable resilience, and is a global reminder that
every single displaced person around the world deserves a chance to rebuild their lives

and fulfill their dreams.



